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President’s Message
Dear Colleagues in Long Term Care:
We are kicking
off the new year
with this first in
a series of updates on the
activities of the
Board of the
Michigan Medical
Directors
Association
Mark Jackson, MD, CMD
(MiMDA) and its
Executive Committee. Please review
the following and let us know what
else you might like to see in our periodic reports.
First, I'd like to thank all who attended the Fifteenth Annual Scientific
Meeting of MiMDA October 7-8,
2011, at the Amway Grand Plaza in
Grand Rapids. It was well attended by
100 participants who provided very
positive feedback on the program
and we received excellent suggestions for future topics. All CME and
CE certificates have been emailed and
if you have not received yours, please
contact Executive Director Jan Yonker
at yonker@msu.edu. Also, be sure
and mark your calendar for the Sixteenth Annual Meeting scheduled
for October 5-6, 2012, at the Park
Place Hotel in Traverse City. See page
two of this newsletter for additional
details.
At our Board Meeting October 7,
2011, five committees were formed
to further the mission of MiMDA.
They are the Education Committee,
chaired by Dr. Peter Kovalszki; the

Bylaws Committee, chaired by Dr.
Iris Boettcher; the Website Committee, chaired by Dr. Mark Jackson;
the
Membership
Committee,
chaired by Dr. Marjorie Renfrow;
and the Funding/Support Committee, chaired by Dr. Bruce Johnson.
Please let us know of your interest
to help on any of these committees.
We welcome your participation in
the planning and implementation of
our programs and other efforts. We
try to arrange planning meetings via
conference calls or emails to make
the most efficient use of everyone's
time. Dr. Renfrow has been asked as
Chair of Membership to conduct a
survey of our MiMDA Members. We
would like to know your thoughts on
the future direction of MiMDA, what
benefits we might provide, and how
we might deliver more regional educational events. Let us know if you
would like us to explore additional
issues. Please look for this survey
invitation via email soon.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

At our annual educational meeting,
we heard a very good talk on Physician Orders for Life Sustaining Treatment (POLST), presented by Jane
Dinnen, RN. We, as an organization,
were asked to endorse the POLST
project in Michigan. This request
was discussed and subsequently approved by the Board.

As you can see, the MiMDA Board is
addressing many issues for the benefit of our members. Please feel free
to contact me with your suggestions
and comments. Your opinions and
ideas are vital as we move forward.

MiMDA has also been asked to participate in an MRSA Collaborative
project. Dr. Kris Gaumer, PresidentElect of MiMDA, will be representing
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our organization in this initiative.
Please feel free to contact her if you
have any questions, concerns, or
comments. All Board member contact
information can be found at the end
of this newsletter.
On January 23, 2012, the Executive
Committee consisting of Mark Jackson, Iris Boettcher, Kris Gaumer and
Jan Yonker will be meeting with Mr.
Howard Schaefer, Director, Division
of Nursing Home Monitoring in Lansing. This will be a meeting to explore
how we might improve the relationship between the Survey Team and
the ECF team.

Sincerely,
Mark Jackson, MD, CMD
President, MiMDA

Important — Mark your calendar now!
Sixteenth Annual Scientific Meeting of the
Michigan Medical Directors Association

October 5-6, 2012
Park Place Hotel
300 East State Street
Traverse City, MI 49684

RESERVE
YOUR ROOM
NOW AT THE
PARK PLACE
HOTEL
1-231-946-5000

This is a new venue for us! We invite you to enjoy this charming historic hotel, as well as
the surrounding area by the bay, before and after the educational programs. We are planning our Friday evening reception in the "Top of the Park," which overlooks beautiful
downtown Traverse City and Grand Traverse Bay. Our day-long conference on Saturday will
be in the domed ballroom of the Park Place. Visit http://www.traversecity.com to explore
dining and entertainment options while in Traverse City.
This time of year is often “peak color season,” so we encourage you to call the Park Place
Hotel as soon as possible to make your reservation for that weekend. Call 1-231-946-5000
to reserve a room and request the MiMDA special rate of $159.95 per night plus taxes.

Look for additional program details soon on our website
at http://www.mimda.org.
Email us at michiganmda@gmail.com if you are not a
MiMDA or AMDA member to request that we send you a
conference brochure this summer.

EXHIBITORS
To request information on exhibiting, send an email
to michiganmda@gmail.com or call 1-517-432-5159

TARGET AUDIENCE: This annual conference strives to engage physicians, physician assistants, advance practice
nurses, registered nurses, nursing home administrators, and other long term care health care professionals in an
educational activity that will enhance quality of care and quality of life for Michigan's nursing facility residents.
This is also a great opportunity to network with your colleagues from around the state and to participate in
MiMDA governance.
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Have you registered?

The annual AMDA Long Term Care Medicine conference is fast approaching! Plan to
join your Michigan colleagues and other long term care providers from across the
country in San Antonio March 8-11. One hotel has already sold out, so don’t delay any
longer in reserving your room and registering for the meeting.
Detailed information about the conference can be found at:
http://ltcmedicine.com/

You are cordially invited to join the Michigan chapter attendees at our annual reception on Friday evening, March 9, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. (location to be announced).
We will have a brief business meeting to update you on recent MiMDA activities
and plans for the fall conference. The remainder of the time is set aside for you to
meet and greet your Michigan colleagues and enjoy hors d’oeuvres and libations.

See you in San Antonio!
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Michigan Medical Directors Association
MiMDA Mission Statement:
The Michigan Medical Directors Association (MiMDA), the state chapter in Michigan for the American Medical Directors Association, the professional association of medical directors, attending physicians and others
practicing in the long term care continuum, is dedicated to excellence in patient care and provides education,
advocacy, information, and professional development to promote the delivery of quality of long term care
medicine.

To join MiMDA and AMDA, go to: http://www.amda.com/membership/benefits.cfm
MiMDA Board Members:

Michigan Medical
Directors Association
To submit news, articles or
comments, please contact
Jan Yonker, MSA
Executive Director
P.O. Box 823
Okemos, MI 48805

Mark Jackson, MD, CMD, President
majdeerhunter@gmail.com
Medical Director, Grand Traverse Pavilions, Bortz Healthcare and
Orchard Creek ECF, Traverse City, MI
Kris Gaumer, DO, President-Elect
gaumerkr@msu.edu
Geriatrician & Practice Leader, Senior Health Center,
Sparrow Health System, Lansing, MI, &
Clinical Faculty, College of Osteopathic Medicine
Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI
Iris Boettcher, MD, CMD, Immediate Past President
iris.boettcher@spectrum-health.org
Chief, Division of Geriatrics,
Spectrum Health Medical Group, Grand Rapids, MI
Marjorie Renfrow, MD, Treasurer
MidMichigan Geriatrics Services, Saginaw, MI

Phone:
1-517-432-5159
Email:
michiganmda@gmail.com

Peter Kovalszki, MD, CMD
Corporate Medical Director, Evangelical Homes of Michigan
Sterling Heights, MI
John (Jack) Voytas, MD, CMD
Division of Geriatric Medicine, William Beaumont
Hospital, Royal Oak, MI, and Medical Director
Woodward Hills Nursing Center, Bloomfield Hills, MI
Bruce Johnson, DO, CMD, FACOI
Hampton Medical Center, Roseville, MI
Nadir Abdelrahman, MD
Department of Family Medicine
Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI
Lindsay M. Best, DO
Medical Director, Grandvue MCF, Meadowbrook MCF, and Bortz Health Care
Petoskey, MI

